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ment Seivice, such as medicine, education, law, and engineering, and more recently m the police department
His Majesty's recent proclamation to the chiefs and peoples of India will doubtless secure the constant prosecution of this policy in the future It ought, however, to be distinctly laid down and kept in view that it is ]ust as unsound to appoint a man to Executive office on account of his race or creed as to debar him from office on that account For District Boaids or Legislative Assemblies, it is not only justifiable, but necessary to appoint a man because he repiesents a certain interest It is desued that he should speak and fight for that interest. For an Executive Council, or for any Executive office, the very opposite is the case The man who comes to represent and fight for a particular interest is ^pso facto, and to that extent, unfit. What is wanted is a man who can hold the scales justly between conflicting interests and favour none Subject to this necessary condition the policy above referred to should be consistently pursued.
While all this has been going on steadily in regard to offices under the Crown, efforts have, at the same time, been made to secure, m ever-increasing measure, the co-operation of non-official Indians in local self-government and in imperial and provincial administration through the municipalities, District Boards, and Legislative Councils The Local Self-Government scheme, introduced during Lord Ripon's viceroyalty, has not been so successful as was hoped m securing the co-operation of the classes whose co-operation is essential This is due partly to the inertia of the people, but mainly to the nature of the electoral franchise which was created under the scheme. The constituencies resulting from that franchise were not such as to secure the best representation of important interests, or to induce some of the natural and most desirable leaders of the people to offer themselves for election. This was not the fault of the scheme, but rather of the thoughtless and injudicious manner in which some Local Governments applied it.
Bengal has, in my opinion, suffered most m this respect.